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of the village life and labour system in the Indian country-
side. So many thousands of men broke as it were their
hereditary indentures, to see and learn something of the
wide world, to be fed and clothed as they had never been
fed before, and to demand a new life on their return. The
ancient structure of village life was rudely stirred thereby,
and pace reformers, the stirring by abrupt means of ancient
structures is apt to bring new troubles in return for new good,
and often are the new troubles worse than the old.

However that may be, as has been explained, the
village system has to some extent been restored for several
years past, and village public opinion has some check on the
great curse of India, the dishonest and oppressive instincts
of the minor Government myrmidon.

From the earliest days of British control, the cold weather
touring of the 'district officer*, the collector or deputy com-
missioner aforesaid, has been the great source of our adminis-
tration and rebuilding. By a practice perfected through the
generations, the officer has had two camps, one of which was
always ahead of him, so that he has ridden from camp to
camp to find his accommodation waiting, and has held meet-
ings and interviews of all kinds, en route and at each halt.
Various durbars, that is to say representative assemblies in
which every man might have his say, were waiting for him
along his route. Problems, troubles, the Governmental
policy and benevolences, were all discussed and explained.
The district officer in light and informal guise was carrying
out the 'shirt-sleeve' Government, the direct personal touch,
without which the great reconstruction could never have
taken place, and during which the most implicit faith in the
impartiality of the European, amid inter-racial and com-
munal jealousies was, and is, much appreciated.

To anyone, to any visitor to India who would study the
real India and the real Indian life, a month's tour with a
collector will give him an insight into the people, and the
charm of the Indian countryside which he will get no other
way. He will see the yeoman peasantry, the hereditary land-